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Agenda

• Gratuitous Pics
• History Timelines
• State Updates OR WA IL CA
• State Updates – 2023 Activity
• WIPPES
• Charleston Lawsuit
• Flushability Activity 



Gratuitous 
Wipes Clog 
Picture
Screw Conveyor
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Gratuitous 
Wipes Clog 
Picture
Septage Haulers 
TOO !!



When Wet Wipes Got “Flushable”

1960’s 1970’s & 1980’s 1990’s 2000’s 2010’s 2020’s

1963
KFC Wet Naps

1990
Baby Wipes 2018

IWSFG Document 
for Flushability

Good times 
for flushing

2005
“Flushable wipes”

State Legislation
Labeling for non-
flushables

2008
INDA Document 
for Flushability

2023
IWSFG Compliant 
Wipes



State Labeling Laws for Non-Flushables

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

July 2019
SSO Seattle 
Beach

August 2021 April 2023

March 2020
July 1

Effective Date

National Law?
(WIPPES)

June 2021

October 2021

Dec 31
Effective 

Date



States Passing Do Not Flush Labeling Legislation 

• Placement– near 
dispense 

• Size  (2% of package 
cover)

• Visible contrast / 
solid 
background



Nuanced Requirements

• “Covered Product” definition

• Bathroom Setting

• Plastic content

• ALL Baby Wipes – regardless of construction

• Educational / Public Awareness (CA, IL)

• FIFRA – i.e. microbicides 

• U.S. EPA and state agency label approvals



13

New Labels Effective July 1, 2022
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“Local Audit” – Portland, Oregon



“Local Audit” – Portland, Oregon
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“Local Audit” – Portland, Oregon



17INDUSTRY’S VOLUNTARY STANDARD 



Other States - Do Not Flush Labeling Legislation 

• Colorado 

• Massachusetts – S.480 / H.805 – in committee (since Feb)

• Rhode Island – introduced March; hold for further study

• New Jersey – prohibit sale of non-flushable wipes 

• Hawaii – prohibit sale of wipes sold as “flushable”



Wastewater Infrastructure Pollution Prevention & 
Environmental Safety Act     WIPPES

• First introduced July 2021

• Re-introduced April 2022 by Senators Collins, 
Merkley; Reps Peltola, McClain

• Re-introduced April 27, 2023

• October – passed House E&C subcommittee 

• Mirrors state legislation 

• More teeth enforcement



Lawsuits

Charleston SC
Kimberly Clark Settlement February 2022

Meet IWSFG standard to label as “flushable”

Specific Do Not Flush marking

Other brands, store brands still in settlement 
talks





Flushability Standards

INDA-EDANA GD4 (The wipes industry)

UK – Water Industry Standard
Australia / New Zealand
IWSFG – International Water Services 
Flushability Group (The WW people, the gold standard)

Spain
Israel
Belgium
China ? 

 
ISO – Convene to harmonize for world-wide standard 



REMEMBER . . . 

Acknowledgement and Compliments to 
California Association of Sanitation 

Agencies



GD3 GD4 IWSFG

Slosh 
Box

2L  26 RPM

180 minutes

> 25% of mass pass 
must through 12.5 
mm sieve  

2L   26 RPM

60 minutes

> 60% of mass must 
pass through 12.5 mm 
sieve

4L   18 RPM

30 minutes

> 80% of mass must 
pass through 25 mm 
sieve



REMEMBER . . . 
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