To Flush or Not to
Flush?

Wiping Out the
Confusion

2023 Pacific NW Pretreatment
Workshop

Frank Dick, Wipes Guy
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Toilets Are Not Trashcans!
Protecting our Pipes, Pumps, Plants, &
Personnel

The National Association of Clean Water Agencies




» Half of respondents were aware that most
sewer backups, blockages and clogs are
4+ ||O caused by non-flushable items. Yet...

» Consumers still routinely practice
unhealthy flushing habits

* There is a fundamental link missing
between current consumer education
efforts around labeling and the label itself
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What Are Californians Flushing?

Starting this month, RFA Is collaborating with the California Association of Sanitation
Agencies (CASA) and the Association of the Nonwoven Fabric Industry (INDA) on a
sewage collection study in Northem and Southem California.

Over 4 sampling days, technical leaders from RFA member companies, INDA, and
Inland Empire (IEUA) and Central San wastewater professionals collected, sorted,
and identified more than 1,700 individual items.

50, what are people flushing? Preliminary reporting shows:
« 53% paper products (paper towels, shop towels, other non-flushable paper
products)
« J34% wipes labeled “Do Not Flush” (baby wipes, hard surface cleaning wipes,
body wipes, etc.)
« 1% period products (tampons, pads, applicators)
All of these items were either fully intact or nearly intact. Conversely, flushable
wipes, which represented less than 1% and were not included in the Proper
Labeling of Wet Wipes law (AB818), were shredded and not fully intact.
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Agenda

« Gratuitous Pics

* History Timelines

« State Updates OR WA IL CA
« State Updates — 2023 Activity
« WIPPES

* Charleston Lawsuit

* Flushability Activity
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KFC Wet Naps

When Wet Wipes Got “Flushable”

' 2005
Good times
for flushing |
I : |
I 1 &
I I
I I

1990
Baby Wipes

“Flushable wipes”

flushable
‘ wipes l

Feel Clean & Fresh
FRAGRANCE FREE

State Legislation
Labeling for non-
flushables

EETD D

2008
INDA Document
for Flushability

! I
! |
! I
: 2023
I IWSFG Compliant
I Wipes
2018
IWSFG Document
for Flushability
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State Labeling Laws for Non-Flushables

National Law?
(WIPPES)
July 1
March 2020 June 2021 Effectlve Date

July 2019 \
SSO Seattle August 2021 \ April 2023 — Dec 31

Beach Effective
Date

October 2021
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 Placement— near
dispense

* Size (2% of package
cover)

* Visible contrast /
solid
background




Nuanced Requirements

« “Covered Product” definition
 Bathroom Setting
* Plastic content
 ALL Baby Wipes — regardless of construction
* Educational / Public Awareness (CA, IL)

 FIFRA - i.e. microbicides

+U.S. EPA and state agency label approvals = “*




Plant-based wipes*, with
99% purified water
Lingettes faites d'ingrédients
dorigine vegetaie™ et d'eau

purifiee 493 %

natural care-
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“Local Audit” — Portland, Oregon
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ANT-BASED WIPES c‘wER\grg%_ _w_.:vlrgR

RIVEES DEPLANTES P

HONEST PURPOSE /| NOTRE MISSION HONMNETE
15 frew happy, Pealthy inu!lnﬂlﬂlﬂw‘hw—ﬂ_ﬂm
HOMEST.CO ; o

£/ EMPLOI : Open lid a T
I f i AVERTISSEMENT

Please don't flush!

ambiante. Merci de ne pas les jeter dans les toilettes!
. HOMEST.com
isted on animals + no animal by-products.
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“Local Audit” — Portland, Oregon

Surface Wipes
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Derived
Ingredients'

SOWIPES | 7INx 8N (177 cmx20.3 cm)
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Other States - Do Not Flush Labeling Legislation

« Colorado v

* Massachusetts — S.480 / H.805 — in committee (since Feb)
* Rhode Island — introduced March; hold for further study

* New Jersey — prohibit sale of non-flushable wipes

* Hawaii — prohibit sale of wipes sold as “flushable”



 First introduced July 2021

* Re-introduced April 2022 by Senators Collins,
Merkley; Reps Peltola, McClain

* Re-introduced April 27, 2023

- October — passed House E&C subcommittee % WJaterEnvi_ronment
(cAsa NACWA®) e
* Mirrors state legislation

o NATIONAL o (T L LD | e
STEWARDSHIP L J=d =\ | ccooicrs
ACTION COUNCIL® | Associanon

 More teeth enforcement o

Assoclatlon of the
@ Nonwoven Fabrics Industry @ KI'“be"Y'CIark
ADVANCING ENGINEERED MATERIAL SOLUTIONS |




Lawsuits

Charleston SC

Kimberly Clark Settlement February 2022
Meet IWSFG standard to label as “flushable”
Specific Do Not Flush marking

Other brands, store brands still in settlement
talks

Kimberly-Clark to Settle ‘Flushable’ Wipes
Suit With City Agency
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INDA-EDANA GD4 (The wipes industry)
UK — Water Industry Standard
Australia / New Zealand

IWSFG - International Water Services
FIushabiIity Group (The WW people, the standard)

Spain
Israel
Belgium
China ?

ISO — Convene to harmonize for world-wide standard
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INDA/ENDANA (Industry Standard)
* 60% of the wipe must break

down after 60 minutes in a very ‘ :
turbulent environment
M T O,
* Equivalent to 60 minutes in ocean force :
waves @ASA

IWSFG (Wastewater Standard) * Gatorns resocaton of Samtaton

Ag

* 80% of the wipe must break
down after 30 minutes in a less
turbulent environment

* Better replication of real sewer conditions




GD3

GD4

IWSFG

Slosh
Box

2L 26 RPM

180 minutes

> 25% of mass pass
must through 12.5
mm sieve

60 minutes
> 60% of ‘mass must
pass through 12.5 mm /
sieve’ :

4L 18 RPM

/30 minutes

/
/
/
/

,25' 80% of mass must
pass through 25 mm
sieve




Only Flush the 3 P's
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